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On March 15, a bill proposing the imposition of broad sanctions on Haiti was introduced in the
Senate and the House. If passed, the new legislation would include the following sanctions:
suspension of Haiti's share of the sugar import quota to the US market; continued suspension of
economic and military aid; vetos by US representatives in the World Bank and the Inter-American
Development Bank on loan requests by Haiti; and, elimination of existing trade preferences
granted Haiti under the Generalized System of Preferences and the Caribbean Basin Initiative.
Next, the new legislation would also obligate the president to inform Congress 30 days before
the bill's implemention, of the reasons the US does not consider Haiti an "important nation" in
international drug trafficking. If the president certifies at such time that Haiti is in fact a principal
participant in the international drug trade, the US could then impose another series of sanctions
against the Haitian government. The bill reportedly reflects congresspersons' frustration in terms
of inability to take action after the violent interruption of constitutionally-mandated presidential
elections in November 1987, and the inauguration of President Leslie Manigat after elections on
Jan. 17 that the US government has described as highly questionable. Irritation in Congress was
exacerbated recently with the indictment by a federal court in Miami of Col. Jean-Claude Paul,
accused of involvement in shipping 100 kilos of cocaine to the US. The colonel is commander of the
most important unit of the Haitian Army. The bill's sponsor in the Senate is Bob Graham (D-Fla.),
and in the House, Rep. Dante Fascell (D-Fla.), chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
According to Fascell, the bill has the support of both Republicans and Democrats.
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